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________  Greetings

Dear readers,

The current issue of our regional newsletter highlights the diverse movements, initiati-
ves, and events taking place in the regions of the Christian Community, a movement for 
religious renewal: anniversaries, new building projects, international youth meetings, 
and developments in education and training. Many articles report on change, new be-
ginnings, and the willingness to break new ground—whether in Georgia, Latin America, 
or in the heart of Europe.

From the moving Steiner anniversary in Stuttgart with a well-attended “tent church” to 
new beginnings in the Frankfurt congregation and international youth work in Poland, 
Austria, Georgia, and Latin America, it is clear everywhere that the Christian Community 
thrives on committed people who contribute with courage, diversity, and enthusiasm.



There is also room for structural developments: construction projects in Spain 
and Switzerland, the further development of the seminaries in Hamburg and Latin 
America, and new impulses for training and community work show how adaptable 
our movement is – and how much it continues to depend on shared commitment.

This issue is not only a collection of reports, but also an invitation to dialogue, 
participation, and co-creation. May it help to strengthen a sense of connection 
among us—across national borders.

We wish you stimulating reading and a wonderful spring.

The editorial team
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Photos of the tent church inside: Steffen Barth, 
outside: Martin Merckens 

2 ________	Frankfurt –  Central Germany 

Two decisive events took place in the Frankfurt community in November. First, the Frank-
furt Regional Court sentenced former priest Matthias Romann to several years in prison 
and ordered him to pay compensation for pain and suffering for several sexual offenses

https://christengemeinschaft-international.org/urteil-gegen-ehemaligen-geistlichen 

Although this verdict is not yet final, it nevertheless represents a milestone for the Frank-
furt congregation in coming to terms with the events in its history before 2012. This is not 
only about sexual assault, but also about abuse of power and verbal violence within the 
clergy and in congregational committees. This verdict thus paves the way for a new phase 
of coming to terms with the past, together with the congregation.

1 _______   Württemberg

The Christian Community was also present with 
a “tent church” at the large Steiner anniversary 
celebration “Loving Diversity,” which the An-
throposophical Society in Germany organized 
from March 28 to 30, 2025, on the Schlossplatz 
in Stuttgart. The evening devotions, keynote 
speeches, discussion groups, and, above all, 
the two acts of consecration were very well 
attended. 

On Sunday, with around 100 participants, every 
seat and standing place was taken, and a ge-
nuine community spontaneously formed, with 
singing, music, and intense concentration in 
the ritual events. Eleven priests (not only from 
Württemberg) were actively involved. In bet-
ween, there were also many encounters and 
conversations with individual passers-by. 

The atmosphere was joyful and informal, but 
also festive. Magnolias bloomed in the sunlight 
all around.

Irene v. Wedemeyer



On the other hand, just a few days after the ruling, the building permit for the com-
pletion of Sophia Church was finally granted. Sophia Church was consecrated in 2001 
in an unfinished state after construction had stalled in some respects. In 2016, the 
interior of the church was finally completed. 

Now, with a temporary structure that is significantly smaller than the original plans, 
the provisional arrangements will be ended and the church will be brought into a 
condition that can be granted a building permit http://kirchenbau.sophia-kirche.de

Construction can only begin once the necessary donations have been raised.

Johann Schuur, priest in Frankfurt

3 ________	Southwest Germany

In our region, many communities are hosting events to mark the 100th anniversary of 
Rudolf Steiner‘s death.

From March 28 to 30, open house days were held at anthroposophically oriented institu-
tions and businesses in the Schopfheim area of the southern Black Forest.

On May 24, from 4:00 p.m. to 11:30 p.m., the Anthroposophical Society is organizing a 
“Long Night of Anthroposophy” in Freiburg at three locations simultaneously: the Rudolf 
Steiner House, the Christian Community, and the Wiehre Free Waldorf School.

From July 11 to 13, the community in Wangen will host a regional conference entitled 
“Rudolf Steiner – on the 100th anniversary of his death” with various lectures (including 
by Prof. Dr. Peter Selg), working groups, and much more.

The community in Pforzheim is organizing an open house on October 11 with a presen-
tation of the community highlighting Rudolf Steiner.

Last fall, a “three-country meeting” took place in Basel for the first time. Priests and com-
munity members from Freiburg, Müllheim, Schopfheim, Colmar, and Strasbourg were 
guests. The interest was so great that this meeting should definitely be repeated.

Rev. Paul-Steffen Garn handed over responsibility for the Saarbrücken community, 
including the branch community in Kaiserslautern-Otterberg, to Rev. Eline van den 
Muijsenberg. Thankfully, he will continue to look after the branch communities in Trier 
and Zweibrücken on a part-time basis. Zweibrücken was previously looked after by the 
Rev. Frevert. Many thanks to him for serving Zweibrücken for so long as an emeritus priest.

Irma Beridze-Gössler, lenker; Jutta Rother, coordinator



4 ________	Youth Summer Camp invitation 

Dear readers,

On behalf of the organizing team of International Youth Camp (IYC) we would like 
to share that the participant applications for IYCamp 2025 are open! IYC is part of the 
Christian Community Camp organization in the Netherlands and organizes a (anthropo-
sophical inspired) camp every summer. We welcome youth between the age of 17 and 
24 years old from all over the world. This year‘s camp will be held in the beautiful country 
of Österreich (Austria).

During the two weeks of camp (July 28 - August 11, 2025) the participants will be enjoying 
camping in nature, singing, hiking, new friendships, sports and games, daily freshly cooked 
meals, theme evenings, campfires, and much more. Overall, one big adventure!

Below this email you find a poster about our camp. We would be very grateful if you could 
spread the word about IYC in your network. We kindly suggest that you could display the 
poster (see pdf ), or share it through a newsletter, magazine, social media and/or like-
wise (see image (png), to reach and invite the youth that would like to join IYC. 
Thank you very much for your support!

If you would like to get an impression of the camp please feel free to visit our website:
https://www.iycamp.com

Instagram: 
international_youth_camp

and if you have any questions 
please email: 
info@iycamp.com

On behalf of the IYC staff, 
we wish you warm regards!

Meike Westmaas

IYC Secretary 2025



5 ________	Free University Initiative – 

	 Youth for Peace in Nagomari, Georgia

The Free University in Nagomari, Georgia, is a place for international en-
counters and peace promotion that was founded in 2024. The project 
has attracted people from various countries, such as Georgia, Ukraine, 
Russia, Germany, and Israel, who are interested in communal living, agri-
culture, and cultural exchange. In its first year, the community grew and 
the house in Nagomari became a home for young volunteers who dis-
covered Georgian culture and worked on various agricultural projects.

Over the course of the year, the land was purchased, including vine-
yards, orchards, and a piece of forest, and two cows were acquired. 
Everyday life was characterized by communal work and agricultural 
education, such as growing vegetables and learning craft techniques. 
An agricultural course was also held, incorporating Rudolf Steiner‘s 
principles. The community celebrated the first harvests and flavors 
from their own garden, and social and cultural activities such as theater 
and folklore performances were also part of the program.

However, there were also challenges, such as financial difficulties, pro-
blems with infrastructure, and the cold winter months, which made life 
in the house difficult. There were days and weeks when only one or two 
residents remained in the house. Despite these difficulties, responsi-
bility for the land and the project was passed on, and exchanges with 
other initiatives, including international ones, increased.

At the end of the year, the Free University looked back on a year full of 
developments, with many lessons in community, agriculture, and art. 
The future of the project remains open, but we hope that through our 
daily work with the plants and animals, overcoming selfishness in com-
munity life, and creative action in society, we can make a small contri-
bution to peaceful coexistence among people.



Last year, the Consecration of the Human Being 
was celebrated twice and the Sunday ceremo-
ny for children once – in Georgian, Ukrainian, 
and Russian.

Mischa Starostin

Questions and contacts
for our young members

Leo Smirnov: leo.smirnov.09@qmail.com

Glascha Karpova: karoovaalafa@amail.com



6 ________	Youth Conference Poland June 2025

Earth - standing at peace with the world 

Drężno, Polen vom 5. bis 10. Juni 2025

The Earth, which is home to all of us, clearly shows its wounds today. It is being stirred and 
shaken—and we contribute to this turbulence. But we can also help to heal and revitalize 
it. The Earth is the foundation of our lives. And what about us? What can we offer in return? 
Can we, even if only for a few moments each day, stand in the world and look upon it in 
peace? It may not seem like much, but it can change a great deal. Many small steps pave 
the way to peace. Which steps? That is what we want to discover together.

We look forward to creating these days of Pentecost with you! It is sure to be a world of 
experience, because each one of us brings an entire world within.

Looking forward to seeing you – Your Conference Team

Further information and registration: https://iyfestival.org/en/registration

7 ________	The Pro-seminary in Latin America

Three years ago, the Circle of Priests in Latin America set in motion a plan for a pro-
seminary in Spanish and Portuguese. You may have heard or read little or nothing about 
the impulse.  With this report we would like to change that.  

One of the first group of pro-seminarians has already been ordained and her first year as 
a priest in the Buenos Aires parish has started well. 

Another candidate has already completed an internship and will begin her studies at the 
Stuttgart seminary in September. 

From the same first group, there are four more seminarians who will continue the pro-
cess and will be accompanied by the proseminar by carrying out special activities in their 
parishes or groups. But because of their personal situations, they will not continue their 
path at a seminary. 

Of the 2nd group, 5 started the 2nd year in February, and one of them has already suc-
cessfully completed an internship in Cali (Colombia) and another will start an internship 
in Lima (Peru) next July.  In addition, a 3rd group of 18 students has now started a new 
first year.  

A special feature of our impulse is that all the priests in Latin America are helping to drive 
the impulse forward.  All of us are involved in some way. 5 of us form a leadership circle, se-
veral of us are lecturers and/or tutors. The courses are online so far, but all pro-seminarians 



have to have contact with a community, insofar as this is possible, and take up tasks in the 
community. Each pro-seminarian works alone and with their tutor on a topic, which is sub-
mitted in writing and presented orally online and in their Community. Smaller groups are 
also formed in which topics are worked on among the participants without a priest pre-
sent.  So far, the courses have dealt with the Gospels, the sacraments, anthroposophy and 
the health of the inner soul life.  Each semester we also do some artistic work. We offered 
the first group a 10-day module in which pro-seminarians and priests came together. 
It was a special meeting because it took place during the priestly ordination in Buenos 
Aires and they also studied the first priest course. The next 2 groups will experience a 
10-day module together as soon as possible. 

From the beginning it has been our plan that the project will progress from pro-seminary 
status to full seminary status as soon as possible, so that a seminary in Spanish and Por-
tuguese where students also from Spain and Portugal together with students from Latin 
America can pave the way to the priesthood of the Christian Community. A great advantage 
of opening this seminary in Latin America is the fact that many thriving congregations 
already exist here, much priestly substance is available, and a membership with tremendous 
goodwill supports the impulse. We are aware that this is a profound process and that a lot 
of energy and work is needed from us, from you and from others. 
If you have any questions, please feel free to contact any of the following priests, members 
of the Pro-Seminary leadership group,

Telma Dave, Carlos Maranhao, Nicolás Martín, Luis González, Paul Corman

8 ________	Conference of the Americas 

	 in Atlanta, Georgia, USA

The Conference of the Americas 2025, themed „The Body of Christ,“ will take place from 
Thursday, July 24 to Tuesday, July 29, 2025, at Agnes Scott College in Decatur (Atlanta), 
Georgia, USA. This event is organized by The Christian Community — Movement for Re-
ligious Renewal, bringing together members and friends from North America and Latin 
America to explore the unique role of the Americas in Christ‘s body and to strengthen the 
modern sacramental expression of Christ Community.

Dates: July 24–29, 2025

Location: Agnes Scott College, 141 E. College Ave., Decatur, Georgia 30030, USA
Registration is now open. For more information and to register, please visit the official website:  
www.conferenceoftheamericas2025.org

This conference offers a unique opportunity to engage in spiritual renewal and deepen 
connections within The Christian community across the Americas.



9 ________	Priest Seminary Hamburg

Since the last report, we have begun to form a new “community” for the Priestly Seminary 
in Hamburg. After completing the full-time training program, we were able to expand the 
“Open Course Weeks” with guests, gained valuable experience with different formats of 
priestly formation, and began intensive preparations for the fourth course of our part-time 
training program.

Until December 2024, our third course, “Studies for Working Professionals,” was the mainstay 
of our program. At the end of the priestly ordination module, we celebrated a moving 
ceremony and later, held the first of a total of three “intern meetings.” The first two meetings 
were a good intermediate step in the further training process, and seven candidates from 
Hamburg have now been invited to meet the Circle of Seven in Stuttgart in June. One stu-
dent has since decided to withdraw from the program.

Another constant was our participation in the “Nordic Seminary,” whose first course will take 
place in Järna from May 2024 to November 2025. Working with friends from the Nordic 
region brought us diverse and enriching experiences in new course formats and in beautiful 
collaboration. There are already some interested parties for a further part of the work, which 
is planned as a part-time study program starting in December of this year in Hamburg.

The continuing education program, which we started as a pilot project with the priests 
ordained in Dortmund in 2022 as a series of four meetings with colleagues on a tour of their 
congregations, has proven to be extremely fruitful. There is a huge difference between 
experiencing priests in action in their congregations and just listening to reports in the 
seminary. We see this good support after ordination as an effective way of strengthening 
the work through intensive learning by all those involved, including the seminary directors.

In two smaller groups, we have established thematically oriented training courses, each las-
ting two half-days and one full day at two-month intervals, which also provided an in-depth 
learning experience through a concrete project between the two meetings. 

The fact that we were able to further develop the teaching and learning methodology 
developed in Hamburg for use in open courses for guests served, on the one hand, to revi-
talize the circle of friends and supporters and, on the other hand, provided some interested 
parties with a kind of “work shadowing” experience with a view to taking up studies. We had 
to note critically that the topics and times require careful planning. Unfortunately, we had 
to cancel two of the courses offered due to insufficient enrollment.

At the beginning of April, we were able to launch the new, fourth course, “Studying for 
Working Professionals.” The composition of the new group, which currently has 22 partici-
pants, gives us the feeling that we have opened a new chapter in the history of the Hamburg 
Seminar. This is also helped by some new emphasis in the methodological and thematic 
guidance of the students, which we decided on after feedback from the third course and 
thorough preparatory work within the team. If you know anyone in your circle who would 
like to jump on the bandwagon that has just started rolling, we would be grateful for your 
encouragement!

Ulrich Meier, April 2025



There is a lot going on in our region at the moment – 
we are on the move!

In Alicante, Spain, a suitable plot of land close to the city has been 
purchased for the construction of a wooden chapel. Until it is built, 
services will be held temporarily in a large yurt, which has been provi-
ded by the local Waldorf school. We are still busy collecting donations 
for the construction... With the arrival of Mariano Kasanetz in the sum-
mer, the priesthood will also receive the necessary reinforcement, as 
Manuel Toro is being sent to South America.

A lively proseminar has developed in Italy, so there is hope in the me-
dium term that our two faithful priests, who by civil standards are long 
past retirement age, will receive relief and support from people in their 
own country. Help is already available thanks to a partial sending from 
Germany.

Three students from France are currently attending the seminary in 
Stuttgart, joined by a young man from the French-speaking part of 
Switzerland.

The movement in Portugal is still small – in Lisbon, a circle of friends 
is considering founding an association as a necessary step towards 
the later establishment of the first Christian Community parish in the 
country.

In our Swiss communities, the biggest changes have been structural, 
in Geneva. In the former large garden next to the chapel, a multi-
family house has been built since the summer of 2024, which relieves 
the community‘s finances and provides rented apartments as well as a 
community hall with adjoining rooms. In community life, we are looking 
for new ways to involve volunteers in a meaningful way. This has led to 
the creation of festival groups, “area managers” for various tasks, and 
a community council, which, in addition to performing various tasks, 
also serves as a contact point for the community.

Christine Jost, Koordinatorin

10 ________  Switzerland/Southwest Europe Region



11 ________	 Spain 

We are delighted to announce that this July, we will once again be organizing summer 
camps in Turballots for children in their second seven-year cycle of life, and a camp for 
young people in Graz, Austria, where we will be helping to improve a small Waldorf school.

The regular community gathering in Spain will take place in Soria, with the new addition 
of bringing together families with children and adults after many years of not doing so, so 
that people of all ages can be present.

Nicole Marie Gilabert

12 ________	 Region Great Britain and Ireland

There are some priests’ moves to report on. 

Michaël Merle was inducted into his work in London on Palm Sunday, 13th April. 
Michaël has been working in Johannesburg since his ordination in 2017. 

Nigel Lumsden, who has been working in London since his ordination in 2022, will take 
up a sending to the Aberdeen congregation. His induction will take place on 2nd August. 
Liza Lillicrap is leaving Stroud to return to Australia on 29th June. 

Aaron Mirkin will take up a sending to Spring Valley, USA in the autumn. His farewell in 
Stroud will be on 10th August. 

Willem Boonstoppel and Lucienne van Bergenhenegouwen, who have been working in 
Aberdeen since 2020, will be inducted in Stroud on 6th October. 
Jean-Marie Falcone and Carmel Iveson, both of whom are in active retirement, will ensure 
continuity in the intervening months. 

Following the National Conference in London last year, we discussed future events at the 
synod. We are looking forward to celebrating the centenary of the start of our work in 
Britain and the English-speaking world in 1929. Our intention meanwhile is that the con-
gregations should let each other know about events that may be of interest to a wider 
circle than the local group. The best place to hear about these events is via our website 
where congregations are invited to submit their events to be listed:

  https://www.thechristiancommunity.co.uk/topic/events/

Tom Ravetz, lenker



13 ________	 Australia and New Zealand Region

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Youth group Trekking the Tongariro Crossing

In January 2025, 28 young people from Australia, New Zealand, and the Philippines came 
together in New Zealand for a Youth Conference held within the New Zealand family 
camp. The days were filled with warmth, creativity, and connection. Moments of singing 
and games, lino printing, river swims, and shared meals created a joyful rhythm, while 
hikes—including the unforgettable Tongariro Crossing—brought awe and a deepened 
closeness to nature.



The sudden loss of a participant’s family member reminded us of life’s fragility and the 
strength that lies in true community. Through both grief and joy, we were brought back 
to what truly matters: love, connection, and the support of each person in their deepest 
humanity.

As we returned to our homes across Australia and New Zealand, we carried with us lasting 
friendships and a shared commitment to step into the world with open hearts—and to 
keep the youth work in this part of the world alive. We will attempt for gatherings like this 
to continue to bring Australian and New Zealand youth together, forming a foundation 
for ever emerging Christian Community.

Close to Melbourne there is an exploration of an affiliate community beginning in Yarra 
Junction. Yarra Junction is just over an hour away from Melbourne in a rural area and the 
local Little Yarra Steiner School has generously donated the use of their rooms for Services 
and a monthly study group to begin. It is so wonderful to be receiving the generosity 
and warmth of welcome from the school for our activities. The Little Yarra high school 
students performed the St Johns Passion for Easter as a public event and Melbourne’s 
Rev. Cheryl Nekvapil shared an inspiring opening address for the evening of a journey of 
suffering to redemption. 

Veronika Plantener and Lisa Pearson

14 ________	 Ukraine 

Dear friends of the Christian Community in Ukraine,

Despite more than three years of war, spiritual and congregational life continues not only 
in Kyiv and Odessa, where our “permanent” altars are located, but also in the affiliate con-
gregations in Djepr and Horodenka. The new Friends of Ukraine Newsletter 2024-2025 
reports on the many initiatives and moments of hope that arise in the midst of hardship 
and uncertainty.

At the altars and in the various projects, people are showing a strong will not only to per-
severe, but also to work together to provide vital impulses. We directly feel the power that 
radiates from the altars. And we are firmly convinced that this power will also go where it is 
urgently needed today.

The projects we organize are diverse. In Odessa, it is essentially the proseminar, which works 
in two parts and helps to shape the life of the community: one group meets “live” and is for 
those who are currently living in Ukraine; the other group gathers online Ukrainians who are 
now scattered in nine different countries as a result of the war. In Kyiv, it is the exhibitions 
and various projects with modern Ukrainian artists and the work with the children at the 
major Christian festivals that fill the parish hall with life.



The war also brought with it a kind of “generational change”. Quite a few people, including 
those who were very active in the congregations, have fled. In return, new members have 
arrived, especially in recent months, who are now shaping community life. The story of 
Valery and Lyudmila, who played a key role in building up the community in Odessa for 
decades and whose work has had an impact far beyond their deaths, is particularly emble-
matic in this sense.

The summer camp in Horodenka continues to take place every year and brings together 
children, young people and adults from all parts of Ukraine. There are also some partici-
pants who currently live outside the country.

Confirmation was a gift this year. Since the beginning of the war, a clear trend could be seen 
everywhere: There were fewer and fewer confirmands. And last year we had no confirma-
tions at all in Ukraine. That was pretty sad!

In January 2025, Alla Kosak, the 8th grade teacher in Horodenka, contacted Andrei Ziltsov 
and asked if the children in her class could be confirmed. It was and is very important for 
the development of the Christian community in Ukraine that the teachers become active in 
preparing the children for confirmation. Alla herself is from Krivoj Rog, and we prepared her 
class for confirmation in Dessa about 10 years ago.

Now it was another wonderful collaboration. Just one reason: it was not easy for the parents 
to decide that their children should travel to Odessa from the fairly safe Horodenka, which 
lies far to the west of Ukraine. But in the end they allowed it. However, the night before 
their departure, there were more explosions in Odessa from a widespread bomb and 
rocket attack than there had been for a long time. In the morning, a text message came from 
Horodenka: „The news is grim! How are you?“ I wrote the answer: „The news is indeed grim! 
But we are fine and are working with the Gospel right after the Consecration of the Human 
Being (which is our usual weekly rhythm).“ This answer was enough to give them the confi-
dence to leave for Odessa. And the children, accompanied by four adults, were in Odessa for 
three days and took part in the preparation very intensively and even saw a lot of the city! 
The confirmation on the third Sunday of Easter was a true gift of the spirit!

If you would like to connect more deeply with the life and work of the churches in Ukraine, 
you are welcome to request a copy of the current Friends of Ukaine Newsletter, also 
available in English.

Contact: andrej.ziltsov@gmx.de
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