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________  Welcome 

Dear Friends and Members of The Christian Community worldwide,

I am pleased to deliver this new edition of the Worldwide Reports into your hands or 
email inbox. There is news from congregations near and far, but also from the leadership 
and the Foundation in Berlin.

In this issue, the three newest members of the Circle of Seven, Irma Gössler, Susanne 
Gödecke, and Patrick Kennedy, introduce themselves. 

My first year as assistant to the management is already over, so I would also like to 
briefly introduce Ruth Deryckere, who has been working at Gubener Straße the longest 
after all the changes in recent years. She sends the Weleda charcoal and incense to the 
congregations, and there is a report by a priest about a visit to a Weleda factory. A re-
port from members in the Netherlands who have been sewing vestments for years is a 
joyful highlight. 



Vestments, sacraments, and their substances remain the same, but changes in our 
movement have been our constant companions of late, and renewal ongoing. The 
emphasis on digitalization and global approachability of The Christian Community 
continues, and through the many different reports, from youth and family projects 
and camps to retreats and building projects from all over the world, we can perceive 
the international diversity of our movement.

Bettina Hindes, Assistant to the Leadership and Foundation Management
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_______   New Members of the Circle of Seven

  
                         Susanne Gödecke

In concrete terms, I notice this above all when I am a guest at other regional synods, how I beco-
me a counterpart to this specific congregation in an area. Or, as was the case recently with the 
decision made by the Circle of Seven on the Korean Consecration of the Human Being; it makes 
a difference to experience this first celebration, even if the language remains foreign to you. The 
greatness and seriousness is particularly evident when we meet the candidates for ordination to 
the priesthood, what it means to actually be part of an organ of the heart.

Isn‘t it forward-looking that we basically always work from within the community, whether in the 
individual congregation, as representatives of a region, or as the seven of us responsible for the 
entire priesthood?

Friedrich Rittelmeyer expresses this in his comments on the I Am words: “All true human commu-
nity is Christian community” (Friedrich Rittelmeyer: “I am”, chapter “Christ and the present”). In my 
opinion, there is still great potential for the future in this. The reason why we as an entire Christian 
community continue to unite anew before the altars is to form a vessel for the One who wants to 
be recognized and work as the One who is coming again.

I was born in Hamburg in 1971, grew up in Hanover and Stuttgart and did an 
internship in the congregation in São Paulo, Brazil, after graduating from high 
school. I then studied at the seminary in Stuttgart, followed by a degree in bio-
logy (intermediate diploma) in Göttingen. I was ordained a priest in 1997. My 
path as a priest took me first to Überlingen, then to Kiel. I have been working in 
the Berlin-Wilmersdorf congregation since 2012.

As a member of the Circle of Seven, for the past three years I have shared res-
ponsibility for the movement as a whole and have noticed how I am gradually 
growing into this larger circle. Perhaps this is also indicated by the collar that is 
put around a lenker‘s neck, that one‘s awareness of the large, global movement 
is widening, just like the server who represents their congregation.

Irma Beridze-Gössler

I was born in Tbilisi, Georgia, in December 1970 and grew up in fairly poor 
circumstances during the Soviet era. After school, I studied chemistry at the 
Technical University in Tbilisi for five years. Around the same time, the Soviet 
Union collapsed, and with it the country‘s entire infrastructure. Despite many 
external hardships and great poverty throughout the country, it was one of the 
most important and beautiful times in my life.

In 1991 I came across anthroposophy, Waldorf education and The Christian Com-
munity. In 1993-96 I was involved in founding the first curative education school 
in Tbilisi. In 1996 I came to Germany and studied anthroposophy for a year at the 
youth seminar in Stuttgart.



From 1998 to 2002, I spent years immersed in anthroposophy by living, working and stu-
dying at Camphill Föhrenbühl on Lake Constance. I completed my training as a curative 
education nurse in the summer of 2002. Then I began my studies at the seminary in Stutt-
gart. I was ordained in March 2007 and have been assigned to the Karlsruhe congregation 
ever since. In 2021, I took on the role of lenker for the Southwest Germany region. I have 
been a member of the Circle of Seven since September 2023. I have been married to David 
Gössler since 1998.

Throughout my career, I‘ve had the privilege of supporting congregations at all stages of de-
velopment. I‘ve come to see this work as akin to Christ the gardener, tending to the growth of 
human communities.

Now, as a seminary director and congregation priest, first in New York and now in Toronto, 
I continue to foster healing and hope-giving experiences of true community. Drawing on life 
lessons from team sports, music, and sacred conversations, I strive to create spaces where the 
Holy Spirit can reveal deeper truths.

Looking ahead, I believe our movement‘s future lies in embodying Christ‘s love for one ano-
ther. When people experience this loving community, they‘ll discover the spiritual oasis 
I found as a child.

Patrick Kennedy 

As a priest in The Christian Community, my spiritual journey began early in life. 
Born in 1976 near Sacramento, California. I was baptized at just six weeks old. 
Our small congregation provided a spiritual oasis amidst suburban life, nur-
turing my faith through festivals, plays, and weekly worship.

Moving to Philadelphia at twelve, I experienced confirmation with a group of 
earnest teenagers. Our priest‘s guidance culminated in my first communion, 
where I truly felt Christ‘s presence. Youth conferences deepened my engage-
ment with spiritual questions, planting the seed of my future vocation.

After studying cultural anthropology and working in early childhood educa-
tion, I followed my calling to the priesthood. I was ordained in 2006 in Chicago, 
having completed my seminary education in Germany.

My early years as a priest in Pennsylvania were transformative. Accompanying 
a young person‘s death revealed the profound work of the spirit in our commu-
nity. This experience led to the establishment of an independent congregation, 
which I helped nurture from 2007 to 2015.



________	 Priest Seminaries

Stuttgart

The winter semester at the Stuttgart Seminary began on September 22. There are 9 students 
in the first year, 7 students in the second year and 6 students on the preparation course, al-
though one of the participants from South Africa will probably not be able to join this course 
until three weeks later due to visa issues. In addition, 7 students will be doing internships in 
various congregations starting this fall.

As a new development, a part-time course with 10 participants will start two days earlier, on 
September 20, in addition to these full-time courses. In recent years, we have always referred 
those interested in such a course to our Hamburg seminary, where extensive expertise has 
been developed over the past few years in part-time training. Quite a few colleagues have 
now found their way into the priesthood in this way. Last spring, we received a whole series of 
inquiries within a short space of time, where Hamburg was not possible as a training location 
for various reasons. So we invited the interested applicants to a meeting and discussed their 
questions and our possibilities and ideas. The result is this one year of part-time study, which 
we see as the broadest possible orientation year in the sense of a first year of study. It has 
deliberately not yet been finalized in every detail. We want to have the freedom to develop 
the course content and procedures based on the specific circumstances and people. We are 
excited and looking forward to it!

As a major project for the future, we are currently preparing a large-scale renovation of the 
whole seminar building. It has now been used intensively for 42 years since its inauguration 
on September 16, 1982. Thanks to constant care, its structure is in very good condition. But 
now the irreparable signs of ageing are increasing. The most urgent problem is the leaking 
roof. But many other areas will also have to be thoroughly renovated in the foreseeable 
future: Plumbing, flooring, bathrooms and toilets... We would like to tackle this project in 
such a way that a well-functioning outer shell is available for the next 50 years for the next 
generations of students. However, the necessary expenditure for such a refurbishment goes 
far beyond what the seminary has available from its own funds. Even the current budget is 
never financed solely from the students‘ tuition fees but can only be just about balanced 
by donations from the entire Christian community (like all seminaries), from our circle of 
friends and, time and again, from foundation funds. So this major project can be a task for 
the worldwide Christian Community, which is existentially dependent on the next genera-
tion of priests being trained at its three training centers in Toronto, Hamburg and Stuttgart. 
Flyers with the most important information will be sent out worldwide this fall in the hope 
of an encouraging response.

Finally, we would like to repeat a request we made last fall: we have still not been able to fill 
the position of house manager. Anyone who knows a person who has the necessary qualifica-
tions and could imagine working and living at our seminary, please let us know.

With warmest greetings

Mariano Kasanetz, Xenia Medvedeva, Georg Schaar, Seminary Directors



Hamburg

Today marks the beginning of the preparatory course for the ordinations of three of our 
graduates at the Stuttgart Priest Seminary. Ordinations are scheduled for mid-March in Stutt-
gart. Together with the candidates from Stuttgart, they will experience an intensive period of 
study and work, for which we wish all participants good thoughts and much peace and quiet 
for deepening their studies. In a year‘s time, as agreed, the next preparatory course will begin 
at the Hamburg Seminary, in which graduates from Hamburg and Stuttgart are expected to 
participate together again.

Our working year began this time on August 20 with Summer Study Days, to which we wel-
comed not only individual students but also guests from the congregations. Ten participants 
addressed the question of change in their own biographies and developed it further using 
the working methods cultivated in the Hamburg seminary. On the second day, we invited 
guests to a reception. About 50 guests, whose diversity reflected the 23-year history of the 
seminary, came to this encounter with memories, conversations and music. It was a small 
but touching celebration, and its resonance gives us confidence to take the next steps in our 
transformation.

At the beginning of September, our advisory board members travelled to the north for this 
purpose: Johanna Hopp from Frankfurt/Main, Ellinor Langen from Chemnitz, Erich Colsman 
from Essen and Thomas Nayda from next door. Unfortunately, Anna Hofer (Cologne-East) had 
to cancel due to illness. We have made it a habit to keep the reports in these meetings short 
and to deal primarily with issues that are currently pending and unresolved. At the moment, 
these include: What opportunities will arise for new training initiatives once the full-time 
study model has come to an end? We are very grateful to our friends for their critical support!

On September 13-14, the seminarians from the 3rd year of the “Studium für Berufstätige”/
study program for professionally active people were in Hamburg for the start of the last mo-
dule. Dr. Philip Lettmann (Chairman of the Management Board of WALA) held an inspiring 
and practice-oriented workshop on the topic “Working Together Effectively”. By December, 
it will be clear to the 15 participants who will enter a further training period that is primarily 
focused on congregational work and who will end their studies at the end of December. We 
are continuously preparing this with the students, and we are grateful that some of them are 
rounding off this part of their studies even after our “no” to the option of the priesthood.

At the same time, my colleague Christian Scheffler was at the “Nordic Seminary” in Järna for 
the second week-long course with more than 30 participants, most of whom come from the 
Nordic region. In this new educational initiative, the aim for all involved is to deepen Christian 
and anthroposophical topics. It will gradually become clear whether and how many of the 
students are asking for further training in connection with one of the three seminaries and 
whether we consider them a good fit for it. The Hamburg seminary has been a partner of the 
“Nordic Seminary” since the preparatory period, especially concerning the latter question.

In the next few days, the first brochures for the start of the 4th year of the “Studium für Berufs-
tätige”/study program for professionally active people course will be sent out, which is schedu-
led to begin on April 4, 2025. Preparing the courses and curricula is currently our main focus. 
We have over 20 people on our list of prospective students. We are also pleased with the re-
sponse (i.e., registrations) to our special theme weeks this semester, to which both prospective 
students and people from the congregations are invited. Participants have registered for three 



continuing education programs for priests in the fall and winter: Two three-day in-depth 
sessions on inner work (with Christian Scheffler), two meetings in the same timeframe for 
an exchange on the view of the congregation from the perspective of the “entrepreneurial 
spirit” (with Ulrich Meier). The third training is a pilot project for the on-site support of 
newly ordained priests, which Christian Scheffler and I will carry out with the four who 
were ordained during the LOGOS conference in their respective congregations. The kick-off 
will be in The Hague from October 19-22. Further meetings in Driebergen, Bielefeld and 
Hamburg will follow.

Ulrich Meier, Seminary Director

Toronto

We are pleased to have the opportunity to share with you a snapshot of life here at the se-
minary in Toronto! This year, we welcome six Walking with Christ students (Year Two), eight 
Knowing Christ students (Year One), and twelve Awakening to Christ students (Distance 
Learning Program DLP). The Awakening to Christ DLP course also has an audit option, where 
others are invited to hear the presentation portion of class. Registration to audit this course 
has been extended, and all the necessary details can be found at this link. 
https://tinyurl.com/4z9fmpmw

We also extend a warm welcome to our third co-director, Rev. Emma Heirman, who will be 
joining Jonah Evans and Patrick Kennedy in late summer 2025. Emma joined Jonah and 
Patrick on their annual directors‘ retreat and was willing to be recorded for one of The Light in 
Every Thing podcasts. Here is a link to Part I of their special conversation on our Patreon page.
https://tinyurl.com/4jkm7v86
We are very grateful as we imagine the many gifts that Emma will bring to the seminary.

You can learn much more about the life and work of the seminary in North America at our 
website or by reading our latest seminary student newsletter. 
							                 https://tinyurl.com/5bxpu53d
Thank you for your interest and support!		  www.christiancommunityseminary.ca

Patrick Kennedy und Jonah Evans, Seminary Directors in Toronto

________	 Germany

Württemberg

Our first issue of “Wortspuren” will be published for Michaelmas 2024. There will be small 
booklets in an informal sequence, which will record lectures from the congregations in writ-
ten form and can thus be distributed more widely. Short reports and announcements of 
events and developments in the Württemberg region will supplement the talks. The book-
lets are distributed/presented solely by the congregations in Württemberg. The project is 
currently in the start-up phase and will hopefully experience dynamic development. It is 
financed by donations.  The first issue is dedicated to world religions. Stephan Meyer gave 
a lecture on this topic in the Stuttgart-Nord congregation that is well worth reading. Isabel 
Chotsourian-Becker, Nathanael Becker, and Martin Merckens are responsible for the project.

We would also like to take this opportunity to highlight the “LOGOS Edition” project published 
by Urachhaus, Stuttgart. The edition is now almost complete and comprises 11 volumes. A 
selection of lectures from the international conference of The Christian Community in Dort-
mund in 2022 are included and can be ordered from bookshops or directly from the publisher.



We would also like to take this opportunity to highlight the “LOGOS Edition” project published 
by Urachhaus, Stuttgart. The edition is now almost complete and comprises 11 volumes. 
A selection of lectures from the international conference of The Christian Community in 
Dortmund in 2022 are included and can be ordered from bookshops or directly from the 
publisher.

www.urachhaus.de  |  https://tinyurl.com/3tense4w
Martin Merckens, lenker

Bavaria

The region is taking a close look at its buildings and other real estate, their maintenance and 
financial flows, in order to be able to foresee future financial burdens. Furthermore, the issue 
of bank interest on fixed-term deposits was very much in motion within the region. 

The region is also continuously dealing with the seminar and conference center Haus Freuden-
berg. Here the region supports the Sozialwerk der Christengemeinschaft Bayern e.V., which 
is the sponsor of Haus Freudenberg, to the best of its ability. Sarah Humérez has joined the 
board as a liaison.

Since 2023, there has been an emerging Under-50 initiative (18-49 years). There have alrea-
dy been several meetings and individual groups of participants are forming in the congre-
gations. The background of these initiatives is to provide a platform or space for younger 
people in the congregations to exchange ideas on topics relevant to these generations.

Harry Lohse, lenker und Sarah Humérez, coordinator

Northern Germany

In Northern Germany, we have mixed news to report.

On the one hand, we had a wonderful conference at Whitsun in Christianslyst, a country school 
south of Flensburg. This was really a very beautiful meeting with about two hundred people of 
all ages. Since it was also possible for families to participate and childcare was provided, and 
at the same time a youth conference was held, every age between 0 and over 80 was repre-
sented. We dealt with the topic “Healing People and the Earth.” There were various working 
groups, and we were especially able to benefit from the lecturers from the ranks of anthropo-
sophical physicians and biodynamic agriculture practitioners who enriched the groups. For 
2025, we have planned a smaller Ascension Day conference in Mözen again, while for 2026, 
we will probably plan something larger again in Christianslyst.

On the other hand, we are no longer able to fill as many vacant priest positions as we used to. 
Kiel and Rendsburg will, in the future, be served by only two priests in total, and the Häcker-
mann couple are slowly entering retirement. Mr. Barr will serve the Ahrensburg congregation 
from Volksdorf in the future, so there will be a reduction there, too. Similarly, in Bielefeld: 
Ms. Hecq is succeeding Mr. Zschiesche in Schloss Hamborn and Marcus Bohnen will remain 
alone in Bielefeld with the support of Mr. Momsen. So we have a total of three fewer clergy 
positions in northern and northwestern Germany. This was necessary not only because there 
are too few priests, but also because we simply lack the funds to provide for them.

To close the gap in our pension provision, we distributed an appeal for donations in the re-
gion in early summer, in addition to the changes in the number of priests. This has already 
had some success, and we were able to maintain the contributions to the German Priest Re-



To close the gap in our pension provision, we distributed an appeal for donations in the 
region in early summer, in addition to the changes in the number of priests. This has already 
had some success, and we were able to maintain the contributions to the German Priest 
Retirement Fund, at least at the previous year‘s level. However, we still lack a larger five-
figure amount to reach the full contribution payment. It will remain a challenge to achieve 
this goal in the coming years.

A note on my own situation: In 2020, in addition to my role as coordinator in northern 
Germany, I took on the role of managing the foundation in Berlin. Originally, it was planned 
that my tasks in northern Germany would be significantly reduced. Unfortunately, that did 
not work out. Now a new business manager has been found in Berlin for November 2024, 
and she will succeed me there. This means that from 2025, I will be able to devote signifi-
cantly more time to the tasks in the regional office for northern and northwestern Germany.

Thomas Nayda, Coordinator, Foundation Business Manager

In the Freiburg congregation, we welcomed the newly ordained priest Vincente Machi.

On May 1st, priest Hildegard Lohner was sent from Öschelbronn to Nuremberg. At the 
moment, the congregation is being looked after by retired priest Otfried Kother. Since the 
beginning of August, he has also been assisted by retired colleague Neville Adams.

In the region, we are constantly dealing with the following questions: How do we imple-
ment the start of the 2nd millennium? How do we manage the personnel and financial 
challenges?

Irma Beridze-Gössler, lenker, and Jutta Rother, coordinator

Southwest Germany

In May, the major international youth confe-
rence “IKIGAI - The Reason Why I Get Up” took 
place in our region, more precisely in the 
Konstanz-Kreuzlingen congregation. Once 
again, it was an inspiring Pentecost meeting 
for many young people from different coun-
tries.

On May 11, the congregation in the southern 
Black Forest in Schopfheim celebrated the 
consecration of its church building with a 
festival attended by over 100 people.



________	 Substances

Shipping

All orders and questions from within The Christian Community can be sent to 
substanzenversand@christengemeinschaft.org 

Ruth Deryckere has been responsible for ship-
ping substances from Gubener Straße in Berlin 
since 2021, in addition to her role as caterer for 
the Circle of Seven meetings and other confe-
rences. She receives requests from the con-
gregations and sends Weleda charcoal and 
incense, Epiphany charcoal, and lighting ta-
pers from Stockmar to Christian Community 
congregations worldwide.

Except during the summer months, July-
August, Mrs. Deryckere is available and re-
commends, due to the high shipping costs, 
that congregations order supplies for the 
whole year.

Report from the Visit to Weleda
in Schwäbisch Gmünd

On September 16, 2024, 102 years after its 
founding, there was an opportunity to meet 
with people at Weleda who are actively invol-
ved with our substances and their effects. 

We learned exactly how charcoal tablets are 
produced, how each piece is individually 
pressed.

The people live the processes from the raw 
charcoal powder to the granules, through 
drying, pressing the tablets, to packaging 
them in the bellflower-colored cardboard tu-
bes that we know from our vestries. I think it 
is more than a worthy product. You can expe-
rience that it is uniquely odorless when used.

We saw how the incense blend was created. 
Boswelia incense was mixed with juniper pow-
der, then the special-smelling styrax solution 
was added. It was a sight to see how the re-
spective substances began to interact. Then it



has to dry for two weeks before the mix-
ture can be sifted, and then poured into the 
familiar glass bottles. 

We also talked about olive oil and birch ash, 
about the distilled water that we use, which is 
a different product from the water that can be 
bought in some drugstores. (Desalinated wa-
ter without the experience of warmth and air)

It was a memorable meeting thanks to the 
people who have taken on part of our basic 
needs for substances and continue to ensure 
that we can continue to perform our rituals 
with them.

See you soon in Schwäbisch  - Jörg Weise, Priest

Altar Candle Production

Since summer 2024, there has also been a 
new production source for altar candles, as 
they tell us themselves:

We are pleased to be able to continue the life‘s 
work of the Kerzenwerkstatt Chemnitz in our 
candle workshop and to be able to produce 
natural white altar candles made of beeswax 
for the altars of The Christian Community.

The Christopherus Life and Work Communi-
ty Laufenmühle in Welzheim (near Stuttgart) 
is an anthroposophically oriented organiza-
tion that seeks to interpret and develop the-
se ideas in a contemporary way. Around 135 
people with so-called intellectual disabilities 
live and work here. We contribute our own 
ideas for how to include people with disabili-
ties and are constantly developing new ones 
– often using art as a medium.



www.einsundalles-shop.de

Daniela Doberschütz 
Presse-Marketing Laufenmühle 

Office: 07182/8007-70 
pressestelle@laufenmuehle.de

________	 Conferences

Vestment Conference in Meppel, the Netherlands

Looking, listening, sewing stitches, supporting each other, 

feeling, seeing, inspiring, feeding, warming.

Twenty years ago, on March 19, 2004, we were invited by a group of women from the Nether-
lands who were working with vestments to discuss this work after the Consecration of the 
Human Being [Act of Consecration]. (Footnote: This is the translation of the name of the 
Menschenweihehandlung used in the North American region. The other English-speaking 
regions have their own variations).

Thus was born the first Vestments Day. Harry Buisman told the biography of Truus Timmer-
mans (1920-2000). This woman made hundreds of vestments in her lifetime.

In 2006, Lisette Buisman picked up the thread and several vestment days followed, national 
conferences in The Hague, Middelburg, Breda, Meppel, Amsterdam and Zeist.

This was followed by international conferences lasting several days in The Hague, De Morvan, 
Bochum, Dresden, Hamburg and now, most recently, in Meppel. In November 2022, we said 
goodbye to Lisette Buisman and Mr. Herzog in Zeist. They handed the baton to Mariska Jue 
for the Netherlands and Jan Kirdorf for international contacts.

After that we came to Zeist twice a year for national traditional costume day; there were al-
ways jobs that were too big to do on our own. It was hard work and the days flew by. Now 
we were together in Meppel from Monday to Thursday. Suzanne Bouman from Germany was 
there, and many people from almost all provinces of the Netherlands were present.

Then we were able to get swept along with the community of Meppel, which has been or-
ganizing a community celebration every Friday evening since the war in Ukraine began. 

Together we organized a community celebration every day with music, gospel reading, creed, 

Sehr geehrte Freundinnen und Freunde  
der Altarkerzen-Werkstatt Chemnitz,

wir freuen uns sehr, das engagierte und fachkundige 
Werk von Monika und Thomas Eichler und Stephan 
Knispel weiterführen zu dürfen und ihre wunderbaren 
Altarkerzen aus 100% Bienenwachs in Zukunft für Sie 
produzieren zu können. 

Der Prozess zur Übergabe hat begonnen und wird bis 
voraussichtlich 30.6.2024 vollständig abgeschlossen 
sein.

Wir werden alles daran setzen, das uns entgegenge-
brachte Vertrauen zu bestätigen.

Für Anfragen oder Bestellungen erreichen Sie uns be-
reits jetzt per Mail unter bestellung@laufenmuehle.de

Christopherus Lebens- und Arbeitsgemeinschaft  
Laufenmühle e. V. 

Lichtermeer Kerzenwerkstatt
Laufenmühle 8

73642 Welzheim 

Mehr Informationen über unsere Einrichtung und unsere 
Werkstätten für Menschen mit Behinderungen finden Sie 
unter:
www.eins-und-alles.de :: www.laufenmuehle.de 

At the moment we can produce altar candles 
up to 50 cm in length, with larger candles 
available upon request. The altar candles are 
not yet listed in the online shop, but we will 
produce them on request. Contact details can 
also be found in the online shop: 



Together we organized a community celebration every day with music, gospel reading, creed, 
congregational singing and the Lord‘s Prayer.

Lucie Luijckx used fairy tales to provide content for those who wanted it.

And the participants also worked on vestments. Casulas, repair work, alterations to a cassock, 
an altar cloth and new servers’ vestments were cut. There were many layers of difficulty, and 
skills where we observed, supported and inspired each other.

In discussion, we asked ourselves one question: 
What belongs to us and what belongs to the 
priest? How do we work together?

The next international conference is planned 
for Bochum. We hope to meet Jan Kirdorf 
there. It is good to mention that we can easily 
reach each other via the app group in case of 
questions or otherwise.

One open question now is: will we meet again 
for a Vestments Day, or will we opt for some-
thing more, a conference with more time for 
each other. Like in Meppel, for example, a city 
walk or an excursion, in this case to Staphorst, 
where we were given a presentation of the 
traditional costumes and could admire the 
beautiful fabrics. We will see each other again.					                    The Vestement Ladies from Holland

Musicians’ Conference

Impressions from the international musicians‘ conference 

of The Christian Community at Schloss Hamborn

The international Musicians‘ Conference of The Christian Community took place this year 
from August 7-11 under the title “Perceive - Accept – Surrender.” A total of about 100 musi-
cians attended, including Dutch, Swiss, and a young Argentinean.

After an initial get-together, during which everyone contributed “their sound” to a collective 
resounding and placed themselves according to the signs of the zodiac, the schedule was 
explained: every evening, everyone comes together to listen to and perceive the music for the 
Consecration of the Human Being with the musicians for the following day and to rehearse 
the congregational songs. This was followed by the Close of Day service.

In the morning, we could prepare for the Consecration Service with eurythmy, meditation 
or perception exercises. This was followed by an hour on the topics “Perceiving Without Pre-
conceptions” (Christoph Handwerk and Thomas Reuter); “Accepting Oneself” (Marie-Hélène 
van Tol and Claudia Nicolai); and “Making Music from the Center” (Irene von Wedemeyer and 
Gerhart Darmstadt). Before lunch there was choir work; we rehearsed an incredibly beautiful 
work by and with Jitka Koželuhová, which was performed on Sunday at the beginning and at 
the end of the service with instruments.



In the afternoon, there were various workshops, such as singing with the congregation and 
music for the Sunday service, improvisation, compositional exercises, introduction to exten-
ded tonality, pauses in music, lyre group, and much more.

The question of music composed especially for the ritual took up a lot of space at this confer-
ence; it is an ongoing struggle to create a new kind of music for the ritual, instead of falling 
back on classical or baroque music. The question of how to achieve harmony between musi-
cian and priest in the ritual was addressed just as intensively.

Three musicians, all born in 1934, were given special consideration: Siegfried Thiele, Lorenz 
Stolzenbach and the priest Lothar Reubke, who passed away during Easter time of this year. 
These extraordinary composers were honored in a special hour; many of those present 
shared their special encounters with Lothar Reubke, and we sang the hymn “Zu den Bergen 
hebe ich meine Augen auf,” which he had set to music.

Helga Hemming, Darmstadt

Music Archive

The music archive of The Christian Community was first compiled in Bremen at the end of the 
1990s by the priest Till Haase and musician Herbert Klose, and later continued by the priest 
Jakob Walker. It is a collection of mostly unedited manuscripts for use in the Consecration of 
the Human Being, ranging from individual instruments to ensembles of both the same and 
different instruments. In addition, there are also occasional editions of various compositions 
for use in schools for theater, among other things. The composers are often very well known 
within The Christian Community, such as Lothar Reubke or Lorenz Stolzenbach, but there are 
also lesser-known composers with a more regional reach.

Winfried Berger, from the Dortmund congregation, took over the entire archive in 2006 
and sent out orders for sheet music by post, actively supported by Axel Ricken from Essen 
and later also by Annette Riedel from Münster. Two years ago, Winfried Berger retired and 
Benedikt Koester-Wachs, also from the Dortmund community, has agreed to be his suc-
cessor, still with great support from Annette Riedel and Axel Ricken. Following some water 
damage, it was necessary to scan the partially damaged sheet music, which gave rise to the 
overdue idea of doing this with the entire sheet music collection and making it digitally 
available to all interested parties in The Christian Community and beyond. The Dortmund 
team managed to finish this time-consuming work within a year after the leadership of 
The Christian Community approved and financially supported this major project. Most of 
the work consisted of sifting through, clearing out and organizing the sheet music before 
it could even be scanned. The team also created a digital catalog. It has been agreed with 
our friends in Holland, Mr. and Mrs. Blom, that the entire collection of Dutch music for The 
Christian Community will be integrated into this general catalog as soon as the Dutch team 
has completed the work of scanning.

The catalog and orders can then be requested by emailing the Dortmund music archive, 
notenarchiv.cg@gmail.com 

Best regards from Dortmund – Annette Riedel, Axel Ricken, Benedikt Koester-Wachs



________	 Youth

Youth Conference
May 17-21, 2024, in Konstanz
Theme: Ikigai „the reason, why I get up“

270 young people from 13 countries participated.

Participant impression: 
It‘s hard to put into words how special the conference really was. There was something elec-
trifying about all these different people from different countries and different age groups 
coming together. For me, it was very special to see the priests come together from their 
various congregations to participate. It was truly a joy to see how they were there for the 
young people, how they helped create and maintain such a beautiful space for them, how 
they were so willing and energetic in their service, and that we had the opportunity to par-
ticipate alongside them.

This kind of work is exactly what we need: places where we are active in the community, 
where we build and support and have fun together. And in this togetherness that we exper-
ienced, there was magic for me. Each day we all gathered to sing, and our voices rang out in 
the old warehouse, filling the space with pure harmony. And we came together to celebrate 
the sacrament and to close the day with a prayer -- few moments in the context of a busy 
day to listen and to witness and to slow the rhythm of our hearts.

In those last hours of the day, as the candles were lit and the room darkened, we came to-
gether in many different languages to hear one voice, and we became one living, breathing 
soul through our conscious participation.

Alexandra DiVecchio, seminary student in Stuttgart

Youth Meeting in Brazil 2024

With the participation of youth from Brazil, 
Argentina, Peru, Colombia, Mexico, Spain

As it was last year, the main purpose of our 
meeting was to give young people from 
different cultural, socio-economic, and other 
backgrounds the possibility to meet and create something together. This time, the youth 
decided they wanted to concentrate their efforts on a social project. Our searches led us to 
find Pequeno Principe, a Waldorf educational impulse on the outside of São Paulo, which 
gives free education to 90 to 150 children from the Favelas in the surroundings. It is, however, 
bounded by a green, luscious Atlantic rainforest and is, in many ways, a paradise for the 
children who have the opportunity to participate.  (1)(2)

					     	 	 (1)   https://www.acpp.org.br/	
							       (2)    https://tinyurl.com/bdhxynsc



Here is a video link where you can see 
some of what we experienced:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DplwEn__AnQ

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DplwEn__AnQ&feature=youtu.be

Our next goal will be to meet in Patagonia (Argentina) December 2025

There, we were busy helping with the garden, 
painting the classrooms, restoring some 
constructions with natural components, and 
finally, when the kids came back from their 
vacation, singing and playing together. We 
also spent ample time cooking for each other, 
cleaning and washing, and just being self-
sufficient. With no previous plan, we gathered 
in chaos and slowly, day by day, built a commu-
nity of 43 that had developed its own rhythms, 
projects, and ideals. By the end of the camp, 
we had opened our group to encompass the 
people in the surroundings, and we worked to-
gether to achieve a higher purpose. We also ex-
plored the forest, swam in the ocean, met with 
indigenous tribes, came into contact with their 
culture, and had many meaningful encounters 
with the people in the region.

For the youth and for the priests who accompa-
nied us, it is a satisfaction to be able to say that 
our meeting was financed in the spirit of fra-
ternity. Each  person gathered what was pos-
sible in their situation. Many worked together 
in groups to be able to pay for their travels. In 
the end, with the help of many who saw the im-
portance of our meeting, we were able to help 
a large percentage of the group with their 
needs. Our main goal as a group is to give chil-
dren (youth) that want to participate in these 
meetings, the opportunity to do so.

In this regard, we would like to give great thanks 
to all who have helped us achieve this goal.

Manuel Toro, Priest in Madrid



The first three meetings took place in 
Georgia at the Waldorf School in the vil-
lage of Saguramo. These meetings inclu-
ded lessons in eurythmy, theater, choir, 
history, economics, biology and reading 
Rudolf Steiner‘s Philosophy of Freedom 
together. New people came into the 
community and it became clear that we 
needed a place for meetings and acti-
vities that consisted of education and 
self-improvement.

Youth for Peace

In the fall of 2021, the “Youth for Peace” community was founded with the aim of uniting young 
people in Eastern Europe. The meetings took place weekly online and three times a year in Georgia 
on “neutral ground”. This is where the idea of a Free University as a self-education institution was 
born. The aim of the community was to promote communication between people from different 
countries and to find out how to cultivate love for people in times of war. 

We decided to look for a house for the community in Georgia and we found it in the village of 
Nagomari in the Guria district. The meeting at the beginning of 2024 took place almost exclu-
sively in Nagomari, despite the cold and harsh living conditions. In March, the first participants 
of the project moved into the house. They learned how to tend the vegetable garden, take 
care of the household, and prepare Georgian national cuisine.

Now, a permanent youth community is living at the Free University in Nagomari, repairing 
the house, looking after the vegetable and fruit garden, the chickens and the cows. With the 
support of the International Youth Circle, two ongoing educational courses have been set up 
at the Free University: “Art As a Language of Peace” and “Agriculture As Peace-Building Work.”

We are grateful for the support of Tthe Christian Community Foundation, which has enabled 
us to buy the house and land and to promote further development.

Mischa Starostin 

Questions and contacts can be directed to our young members
Leo Smirnov: leo.smirnov.09@gmail.com
Glascha Karpova: karpovaglafa@gmail.com

More about the project: https://publuu.com/flip-book/175093/433515/page/26



________	 Further Reports

Vilnius, Lithuania

Like many young congregations, The Christian Community in Lithuania‘s capital Vilnius 
did not initially celebrate the Consecration of the Human Being in its own building but 
shared a room in one of Vilnius‘ Waldorf kindergartens. Three years ago, with the financial 
support of the worldwide Christian Community, it was able to purchase its own house. 
However, the house, built in 1910, proved unable to be renovated. The wooden structure 
was so dilapidated that the entire upper part of the house had to be demolished and re-
built in the same external form under the direction of an architect and a master builder 
from Sweden.

Last year, when it became clear that the budget was too tight, the lenker of the region made 
an appeal to many congregations to consider whether they could support the young com-
munity financially. In Darmstadt, in addition to a financial contribution, the idea of donating 
work was also considered. In two stages, in December 2023 and March 2024, three commu-
nity members, including a trained electrician, planned and installed the electrical system for 
the two-and-a-half-story house.

After Easter, eleven members of the Darmstadt community and their priest Gisela Thriemer 
undertook a two-week community trip to Lithuania. In the first week, the group travelled 
around the country. In the second week, most of the day was filled with work, during which 
the chapel and its foyer were lazured and everything in and around the house was prepared 
so that the consecration of the room and the introduction of the newly ordained priest Lina 
Dvaranauskienė could be celebrated on April 14, 2024. This was a great celebration for the 
young congregation.

Over the summer, the congregation has done a lot of work on the interior of the house and 
the design of the property. A loan and a donation are currently enabling the heating to be 
completed so that the house does not freeze this coming winter.



Donation account: The Christian Community in Germany (Foundation) 
IBAN DE16 8502 0500 0003 6204 00

Romania

In Romania, since the Foundation in 2017, the Consecration of the Human Being is being 
celebrated weekly in Bucharest, (Armgard Hasselmann), in Cluj, (Monica Culda), and 
monthly in Timișoara, Brașov and Pitești by the two priests, in turn. 

This September, the Romanian priest Laurențiu Cîmpeanu will start to undertake the 
work in Bucharest, after 11 years spent in Germany, while Mrs. Hasselmann has already 
settled in Brasov.

The congregation would certainly be gra-
teful for any financial support you could 
provide for the further interior work. This 
can be expressed very gladly under the 
keyword “Lithuania” sent to the account of 
the Foundation (see below). You will receive 
a donation receipt if you provide your ad-
dress in the intended purpose box.

Jürgen Bredenbeck, Darmstadt

Every summer, almost 100 people meet in 
Beliș, in the wonderful landscapes of the 
Apuseni Mountains, in the camp of The 
Christian Community. Groups of teenagers 
from abroad are also accommodated there, 
with the possibility of visiting interesting 
places, and many occasions to experience 
natural beauties: exploring caves, rafting 
on rivers, and adventures through moun-
tain gorges.    

Verginia Petrovici	

www.comunitateacrestinilor.ro



Austria - Linz

In Linz/Danube, after a break of a few years, there was once again an Epiphany play staged by 
a Waldorf teacher. The community hall was overflowing; there was a huge turnout, and it was 
a wonderful and festive success.

On March 9/10, 2024, we celebrated the 20th anniversary of our community center. Our len-
ker, Stephan Meyer, gave a keynote speech on Saturday evening, and on Sunday we celebra-
ted extensively with speeches, music and culinary delights after the service. 

Traditionally, there is an Easter celebration in Linz on Easter Sunday, which can be held in the 
community’s garden if the weather is good.

On Ascension Day, it has proven to be a good 
idea for two Austrian congregations to come 
together. This year, the Linz congregation met 
with the Viennese congregation near Grein/
Danube. There is an observation tower (Gobel-
warte) with a wonderful panoramic view over 
the Danube and far into the countryside. The 
excursion was rounded off with a boat trip on 
the Danube.

At the beginning of June, we had a visit from 
Georgia: Vladimer and Ia Khvitia gave a lec-
ture with eurythmy on the European Mystery 
Streams with a special focus on the Black Sea 
region (Colchis). And they told us so much 
about Georgia that it whetted our appetite 
to get to know this interesting little country 
soon.

The St. John‘s Day festival in the community 
garden is also traditionally celebrated in Linz. 
This includes the ceremonial opening: the 
lighting of the bonfire is accompanied by a 
trumpet fanfare. Of course, the festivities also 
include campfire roasted sausages and bread.

In the summer, Jakob Butschle, priest in Vienna 
South, organized a children‘s camp in southern 
Lower Austria with children from (almost) all 
over Austria.

Ulrike Cibulka, Priest in Linz



Theater Family Camp

Theater Summer 2024 in Söcking with a team of 6 helpers (from kitchen to stage), 
27 young people, and two children: Curtain up for our “A Midsummer Night‘s Dream” 
by William Shakespeare with music by Felix Mendelssohn Bartholdy

This time, we began as a team of helpers who were already full of excitement as they put their 
time and energy into working together. And this was not just by chance, as the question arose 
in advance about how we would be able to manage. It was even more gratifying to find that 
the lack of sleep could be made up for by the enthusiasm for the topic and the strength that 
flowed from the project itself.

Added to this was the interest shown by the group of young people, who clearly wanted to 
experience something together. It was noticeable how small groups immediately formed dur-
ing every break and played peacefully together. Fittingly, the question “What‘s your favorite 
way to play?” came up during the introductions. This continued throughout. And it also came 
to light on the evening of the performance: people improvised together on the stage in the 
inner courtyard (almost like back then in the Globe, surrounded by the audience) and surpri-
sed each other by reacting to new twists and turns that had not yet emerged in rehearsals. A 
real midsummer night‘s dream in all its levity!

The house and garden once again provided a good setting for what we had in mind. The 
“three worlds” (the Athenian nobility, the craftsmen‘s troupe and the spirit world) were quickly 
spread across the grounds and everything was buzzing with the mood for rehearsals, just as 
the bees in the wild vines around the house made this summery atmosphere audible in the 
buzzing warmth. So, in keeping with the levels in Shakespeare‘s play, we started off in three 
separate locations, gradually whirling all the layers into disarray through devastating deci-
sions until, in good matrimonial fashion, everything finally came together fruitfully, and each 
“world” was able to contribute harmoniously to the whole through its own ability.

Beautiful morning contributions from the helpers complemented the content, for example, 
with an approach to Shakespeare‘s time; through questions about dealing with virtual worlds; 
but also about the youthful Mendelssohn, who wrote the first compositions for A Midsummer 
Night‘s Dream at the age of 17. Our many extremely good wind instruments, which domina-
ted the orchestra, reflected this rousing mood of the young composer very convincingly!

In keeping with the complexity of the piece, the Sunday matinee was dedicated to different 
views of the world: from an autistic person to an experience of a woman trapped for years in 
inner worlds, to the experience of someone suffering from dementia and the fantasy worlds 
as a source of poetry, there was a lot that awakened new perspectives.

At the height of her leisure time, Titania invited an illustrious company of people from many 
ages to an Indian meal in the land of her changeling (the spark of the fairy couple) on the 
evening of the ball. This dinner once again surpassed our incredibly good cuisine (we even 
mention the tasty food in the last two years when looking back). And the ball, including the 
dance lessons that preceded it, is always a highlight and so much fun. 

A very playful holiday is behind us in which the rehearsal work increasingly led to real play and 
real connection; group formation became possible. 

This is tantamount to a miracle that fills us with gratitude, to which many worlds working be-
hind the scenes have certainly contributed.

Susanne Gödecke



Journal „Die Christengemeinschaft“

Our German-language journal is currently under the editorial direction of Dr. Ruth Ewer-
towski and me, Ulrich Meier. Maren Witthoeft (Stuttgart) is our other production assistant. 
Christward Kröner is the publisher, having been commissioned by the German Lenker 
Conference. For many years, the number of subscribers has been on a slight downward 
trend, which is why we are always looking for ways to save money and regularly have to 
adjust subscription prices. Fortunately, there is also an increase in new subscribers every 
year (which we would like to see more of ), but the number of cancellations, mainly for age 
reasons, regularly exceeds this number. However, we are happy and grateful that the size 
of our “readership community” still justifies the effort for this regular form of proclama-
tion in printed form. In addition to individual critical responses, we mainly receive positive 
feedback from our readers.

Our monthly topics are usually the result of discussions with our editorial team or their 
questions. Some authors also approach us with their projects. We therefore print articles 
that are currently being written and, in our opinion, are consistently worth reading. We are 
very grateful for this. For the coming 97th volume in 2025, we have the following topics 
planned:

January:  Resolutions  –  starting with what is better
February:  Loneliness  –  successful retreats
March:  Emigration  –  another country
April:  Sacrifice  –  the saddest and greatest
May:  Desire  –  the risk of devotion
June:  Sermon  –  God‘s word in human words
Summer:  Longing  –  a beloved suffering
September:  Michaelmas  –  celebrate?!
October:  Blessing  –  sacred speaking and doing
November:  Mysticism  –  inner becoming
December:  Satisfaction  –  being at peace

In the second part of the journal, there are stories, profiles of notable individuals, book re-
commendations, and articles about selected events worldwide, including special events in 
The Christian Community.

I would also like to add, especially for the readers of this newsletter, that we are in regular 
discussions with the German Lenker Conference and with the German Conference about 
the future of the magazine. The question of when, in the media future of our culture, the 
printed magazine should or must be replaced by a digital version, is one that we keep 
coming back to.

Ulrich Meier



Lima, Peru, Retreat Report

“Vessel for the Spirit”
Retreat, August 30–September 1, 2024

We took advantage of a long weekend thanks to a holiday in our country. A group of about 
20 people from The Christian Community in Lima, Peru went to a town on the outskirts of our 
city (about one hour and a half driving from the church) for a meeting on the theme “A Vessel 
for the Spirit” (Cuenco para el Espiritu).

We stayed in a small but very cozy retreat house run by a congregation of Catholic nuns who 
took care of us with much warmth and openness.

Our priest, Luis Gonzalez guided the retreat. The program included observation exercises, 
art, reflection, contemplation and meditation. It also included eurythmy exercises (thanks 
to the guidance of Mario Castro) that allowed us to come together as a group. We also had 
moments of conversation, exercises in pairs and in small groups that created a space of mu-
tual trust: a true vessel for the spirit, not only individually but also as a community.

Our day began our day with the Consecration of the Human Being. We spent time together 
and shared meals every day. One of the most significant moments was gathering in silence 
in front of the altar and praying side by side. The warmth that enveloped our souls in those 
moments of prayer could really be felt; it was palpable that something greater than us was 
coming to fill that vessel for the spirit that we were offering with so much devotion.

At the end of our retreat we all left feeling recharged with strength, with a renewed way of 
perceiving and relating to each other and to the physical world around us, knowing that 
everything is a gift from the spiritual world. We were all filled with a sense of gratitude and 
an evident understanding of how important it is to have these experiences and to carve 
out the time to retreat together, even when this means overcoming the challenges that our 
hectic lives and obligations put in front of us. We all felt truly blessed by the gift of being 
part of The Christian Community.

Víctor Zegarra Salazar, Coordinator for South America

Australia & New Zealand and the Philippines

We begin this report from Australia and New Zealand by sharing that Hartmut Borries 
(Auckland, NZ) has been to the Philippines for 2 weeks in April, visiting and working with 
our small, dedicated affiliate congregation near Manila. For the past 20 years Hartmut and 
other priests have regularly answered the call from this community to bring to them the 
sacraments and pastoral life of The Christian Community. 

In Auckland, NZ, monthly weekend open seminars on the theme „Priesthood of All“ con-
tinue to be convened at the church.

A well-attended and fun-filled weeklong National Youth and Confirmee Gathering was held 
in Melbourne in April led by priests Veronika (Melbourne) and Ioanna Panagiotopoulos 
(Canberra).



Our church building in Sydney is currently for sale, due to a number of reasons, and the sale 
has not been straightforward. The Committee is still in difficult negotiations with buyers 
and they look forward to moving forward and focusing on finding their future direction 
with their priest Lisa Devine.  

A national retreat is planned at Mittagong NSW for October 24 with Patrick Kennedy our 
new lenker who intends to visit the region once/year from Toronto, Canada.  We are very 
grateful to Patrick and his family for embracing The Christian Community in Australia-New 
Zealand.  Patrick succeeds Cheryl Nekvapil (Melbourne) who has retired from the role after 
9 years.

After the retreat, a regional Synod will be held in Melbourne. Then Patrick will travel with 
other priests to Hawkes Bay, New Zealand, to review with the congregation there and the 
NZ Council a two-year trial during which a number of visiting priests from Australia, New 
Zealand, and Peru have provided a regular priest presence in the congregation. 

Cheryl Nekvapil, lenker and 
Lisa Pearson, Coordinator

Photo: A joyful congregation in the Philippines 

with Rev. Hartmut Borries. 
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